
Liquidity/ 
credit crunch

Asset price collapse

Global imbalances and 
current volatility

Extreme consumer 
price volatility

Slowing Chinese 
economy

Extreme energy 
price volatility

Extreme 
commodity price 

volatility

Demographic challenges

Infectious diseases

Chronic 
diseases

Water security

Climate change

Food security

Air pollution

Migration

Storms and 
cyclones

Flooding

Biodiversity loss

Ocean governance

Earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions

Threats from 
new technologies

Infrastructure fragility

Weapons of 
mass destruction

Critical information 
infrastructure 
breakdown

Online data and 
information security

TerrorismGeopolitical 
conflict

Fragile states

Global governance failures
Organised crime

Space security

Illicit trade
Regulatory failures

Political corruption

Fiscal crises

Economic disparity

Retrenchment 
from globalisation

Economic Risks

Geopolitical Risks

Environmental Risks

Societal Risks

Technological Risks

Higher 
perceived 
likelihood

Higher 
perceived 
impact

Higher 
perceived 
interconnectivity

Degrees of separation
The WEF identifi ed 37 global risks and 
mapped the connections between them
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